Nudi Ong Tay Ao

Truyén ngan cla Nguyén Ngoc Hoa

Budi t8i cudi cung cla chuyé&n ghé tham nam California ngan ngui, t6i cwdi dua ron ra véi ban
quanh chiéc ban I&n trong phong khach nha Canh; hém nay ngudi ban cwu dong nghiép & Dai
hoc Khoa hoc K§ thuat Minh Drc cla toi khodn ddi. Tién man mé clc 4o so-mi trén cung chd
dip phéat ngdn bira b3i. Theo théi quen tir thoi di hoc, Tuc 18y cap kinh day cém ra, dé 16 d6i
mat can thi “mo huyén,” va ha hoi vao mét kinh roi 18y khan tay chui chui. Canh chd nha lam
dng cu non thinh thodng choang ra cau triét Iy vun, “Ddi khé ndm em oil” Ngoai ra cé Thang la
ban cii cUa t6i, vira tinh c& gdp lai hoi trva. Ngay do, Thang chi huy dai déi Nhay DU bao vé tw
that Twdng Van cdm dau quéan luc Viét nam Cong hoa (“VNCH”). Tu that éng twdng va doanh
trai cia Thang 4n minh sau hang rao sat son den va dudi nhitng cdy me cao la xanh um trén
dudng Ngd Quyén gan Dai hoc xa Minh Mang.

Canh nhd lai ngay di tan nam 1975 gap tbi & trai ty nan Trai Pendleton va mo mang nhu ndi mot
minh,

“Trai Pendleton chia lam tam trai, danh s tir 1 dén 8. Qua khéi céng géc la Trai 8, ké
ti€p 12 Trai 5 nam bén trai va Trai 6 va 4 nam bén phai. Roi d&n trung tam Trai Pendleton |3 toa
nha dung lam Trung tdm Tha tuc (Processing Center) lam gidy t& cho dan ty nan. Tao & Trai 8,
cung trai véi 6ng Phé Kién tudng khéng qudn va |G phi cong loi choi chuyén khoe tai lay truc
thang lai vé nha dén gia dinh di di tan.”

“Trudc ngay mat nudc, anh Pho Kién lanh muwu hung han tuyén bé s ‘tlr thd Sai gon cho
dén giot mau cudi cung.” Ngay 29 thang T, anh ta cling hung han leo 1én phi co truc thiang (do
ngudi khac khac 13i) bay ra hang khdng mau ham USS Midway ngoai bién Péng,” Tlc xen vao roi
héi, “Lam sao may gip lai thang Ba Hoa?”

“Tlr Guam tao sang Pendleton s&m hon né nhiéu. Budn niu rudt, hang ngay tao ra
ding chau ria & Trung tdm Thu tuc xem c6 ngudi quen nao méi dén hay khéng. Dén giita thang
Sau mdi thady ban mat xat bat xang bang cla nd. N6 budc xudng xe buyt nhu ngudi mat hoén,
may ma con nhan ra tao,” Canh tra |&i, khéng cuoi.

Canh tiép tuc ké,

“Thi tuc gidy to gdm ba chang: khai quan thué, 1am gidy t& di trd, va nhan thé an sinh
xa hoi (social security). Trong chidng khai quan thué dau tién, nhan vién phu trach phong van
céng khai trwdc mat nhitng nguwdi ngudi ty nan khac dang doi dén luvgt minh. Nho d6, ngudi ta
biét hét may dang tai to mat Ién mang vao My bao nhiéu dé la.”

“® Sai gon, anh Phé Kién hung hing tham duy biéu tinh t6 cdo 6ng Thién tham nhiing, ra
vé ta day tiét sach gid trong,” Tuc cudi khi khi, “Anh tuéng lirng ti€ng 1ay phi co truc thang lai di
lam le v&i gai mang theo bao nhiéu triéu dé la?”

“So' so hon bén triéu mét ti!” Canh cudi nhu méu.

Tién nhan co hoi dd gio Idi choc qué Thang; né cudi hé hg,



“Thé& 6ng Van cla anh thi sao? Bao chi My tirng tung tin dng 13 mdt dng twdng giau cod
nhat khi roi Viet nam ndm 1975. Ong ta ‘sach’ hay ‘ban’?”

“Ban hai 16n ngudi roi,” Thang trirng mat nhin Tién, “Tui 13 dai Gy Nhay DU chi huy
phong thd mét c&t diém quan su quan trong la noi cu ngu cla vi twdng 1anh cdm dau quan luc,
ch@ khéng phai l1a ngudi nha hay ta lot cia éng. Tui khéng biét gi hon ban vé doi tu cha 6ng,
nhung tui chura hé nghe ai néi 6ng dung chirc vu ciia minh dé 1am tién hay tham nhiing.”

“Thang Tién ma gido hdi mdc hong anh cho vui dé théi,” Canh vd vai Thang, “Hoi d6 to
Los Angeles Times (Th&i bado) cling ndi vé éng Van y nhu anh. Gia san to 1én néu cd thuec thi cé
|& thudc vé ba vo. Ba la mét thuong gia khén ngoan ranh réi.”

Thuc vay, & Sai gon ba Van lam chd moét s ba (bar) va khach san phuc vu cho nhan vién quan
sy va ngoai giao Hoa ky. Vao thoi diém khdc nhau, ba lam chd céc co s& thwong mai khac nhu
dai ly doc quyén déng chai nudc ngot Pepsi-Cola, dai ly phan phdi bia San Miguel, va céng ty
xay cat nha clra mdi ndm xay khoang 20 dén 30 cin nha dé ban hay cho thué. Ba la con gai ldn
clia mot dién chl giau cé nhat & mién Tay thoi trudce bi Viét Minh hanh hinh va cuép doat phan
|&n tai san. Tuy nhién, mot ngudi em trai ba 1a 6ng Quang con lam chd kha nhiéu rudng dat.
“Cau Nam” lam rudng & Ba Xuyén va thuong dua bdn dira con |én tham gia dinh dng ba Van.

M®i tudn ndm ngay ba Van tan tuy di thdm thuwong bénh binh VNCH tai Téng Y vién Cong hoa &
G0 Vap va déi khi ghé tham thuong bénh binh Ddng minh tai bénh vién D3 chién S6 3 cla Luc
quan Hoa ky trong phi truéng Tan Son Nhitt. Thinh thodng ba dat theo ¢é con Gt Lién Phuong
(hai dra con I&n |a con trai). Nam |én bay, trong mét bubi tham viéng bénh vién D3 chién Sé 3,
Lién Phuwong tinh c& lam quen véi mot bénh nhan 13 Pai ta John Frazer. Ong chi huy d6i tham
bdo dac biét cia Hoa ky va bi thwong trong Chién dich Fairfax 1a cudc hanh quan binh dinh va
phan gian & Gia Dinh do quan d6i VNCH va lyc lvgng Hoa ky tai Viét nam phdi hop. Sau do,
Frazer tr& thanh ban than cla gia dinh 6ng Van.

Frazer gdp Ndm Quang mot cdch bat ngd khi hoat ddng gan vung Nam Quang &. Hom &y,
Frazer chi huy todn tham bao gdm sau linh M{ nhay truc thang lac vao khu rirng day min bay
cla Viét Codng. Khi c8 gang tim 18i ra, hai ngudi linh dap phai min bj thwong nang va can dugc
tai thuwong khan cap. Troi gan t6i, néu khdng thoat ra khoi khu vec d6, dém dén ca toén sé bj
du kich Viét Cong xoi tai dé nhuw 18y d6 trong tui. Dot nhién, nhu tir trén troi roi xuéng, Nam
Quang xuat hién va dan ho ra khdi khu rirng an toan, nhu thé da thudc nam long vi tri clia min
bay. Nh& céng trang nay, Ndm Quang duoc chinh pht Hoa ky trao tang huy chwong danh dy
khién gia dinh 6ng Van rat hanh dién.

* %k %

Ngay hoc trung hoc, con trai I&n ctia 6ng ba Van la Hao si mé ca st Hwong Mai, c6 duoc bao chi
ménh danh |a “than déng” vi kh&i nghiép ca hat trén san khau cai lvong khi méi ndm tui. Hao
nhat dinh doi cuwdi Hwong Mai, nhung ba Van cuong quyét khéng chiu. Nam 1973, dau Tu tai
roi dugc gl sang Phédp du hoc, cu cong tlir con nha quyén thé giau sang that tinh, odn me, bat
man, tiéu tién nhw nwdc, va hoc thi it ma an choi thi nhiéu. Khi dan may c6 dam Phap di du hi,
ciu bat chudc Cong tlr Bac Lidu khi xua 18y gidy bac cham Ira mdi thuéc I3.



Truwdc khi cdu con thi hai 13 Hung t&i 17 tudi, tire 1a vao Itra tudi dong vién 17 - 43 ma theo luat
dinh, nam cdng dan khdng duoc phép xuat ngoai, 6ng ba Van glri cau sang Hoa Thinh Bén “du
hoc.” Theo |énh cla ba, cdu dwoc cho vao hoc I1&p 10 truong trung hoc Archbishop Carroll |a
trudng Cong gido thudc tdoa Téng Gidm muc dia phan Hoa Thinh D4n vi ba tin trwdng dao cé ky
luat chat ch& hon cac trudng khac. Ba la tin d6 Cong gido va tir nhé dén 1dn dwoc cha cho theo
hoc va & noi trd trvong dong. Ong Van theo Phat gido, thudng nghién ctru kinh Phat, budi tai
ngodi thién, va hang ndm vao 1& Phat dan mua chim phdéng sanh dé tao nghiép lanh. Hung von
hoc kém, lai gdp khé khan vé ngén ngit, va nhat |1a y thé cha khong thém nghe &1 ngudi gidm hd
ma cha me glti gdm nén chdng bao lau léu 16ng theo Iii ban x4u.

Cudi ndm 1974, 6ng ba Van lai glri c6 Ut Lién Phuong 13 tudi “di tan” sang Hoa ky. Lan nay, 6ng
ba nh& dén John Frazer, ngudi ban gia dinh va ciling la 6ng ban gia than thiét cta co, nay la
trung tudng chi huy Lwc lwong Dan quan tiu bang Connecticut. Ong nay bay sang Sai gon, lam
gidy t& nhan Lién Phuong lam con nudi, va dua cd vé Connecticut. Co séng véi “uncle John” va
“aunt Mary” (vo éng Frazer) dén hon chin thdng sau méi gap lai cha me.

Ngay 28 thang Tw ndm 1975, hai ngay truwdc khi Sai gon that thu, ngay sau khi nhan dugc sac
l&nh cho nghi gid han khéng lwvong, 6ng Van mac quan jeans 4o so-mi mot minh 1én may bay
quan sy bay sang cdn c* Khéng quan U-Tapao cla Hoa ky & Thai Lan. Tir day, cung vdi gan bén
ngan ngudi ty nan khdac, 6ng dugc béc sang trai ti€p nhan & ddo Guam. Trong lic phan 1én
nhitng ngudi ty nan — nhw téi — tam trd & “Thanh phé Léu” cua trai Orote Point, vién chirc cao
cap chinh pht VNCH nhu 6ng Van duoc dua vao trai Andersen thudc can cit Khéng quan
Andersen va séng trong chdi Quonset |a nha tién ché bang ton ma k&m mau trdng nhém cé mai
cong hinh ban nguyét cham té&i mat dat. Goi 13 choi Quonset vi dugc ché tao dau tién tai
Quonset Point thudc ti€éu bang Rhode Island cho Hai quin dau thap nién 1940.

Tl ddo Guam, 6ng Van duoc duwa sang Trai Pendleton va lién lac duoc vai ba vo dang & trai ty,
nan Pon Chaffee & ti€u bang Arkansas. Truwdc do, gilra thang Tu, trong lic éng tiép tuc thi hanh
nhiém vy trong quan déi, ba va gia dinh anh em ba kin dao r&i Sai gon bang may bay sang cdn
c Khong quan Clark clia Hoa ky nam gan vinh Subic & Phi Luat Tan; tir d6, ho dwoc duwa sang
Guam rdi chon di Ddn Chaffee. O ndi dia, chinh phl Hoa ky thiét 14p bén trai ty nan khac nhau
va cho phép ngudi ty nan tuy y chon; hai trai kia la Can c&r Khdng quan Eglin & Florida va Dén
Indiantown Gap & Pennsylvania. Ong Van lai xin bay sang Arkansas doan tu véi ba.

Ong ba Vin duoc 6ng ban Frazer bao tro ra dinh cu & New Jersey. Vi cha la nguoi Viét géc Hoa,
ba dugc cdng ddng ngudi Hoa yém tro md tiém gidt khd quan do. Sau do, éng ba don vé Falls



Church thudc tiéu bang Virginia va trong vung ngoai 6 Hoa Thinh Bén, ba mé& céng ty xuat nhap
cang san pham thd cong nghé Viét nam, va dng viét chuyén khao The Final Collapse (Cudc sup
dd cudi cung) cho Trung tdm Quan sl ctia Luc quan Hoa Ky, ghi chép kinh nghiém vé nhitng gi
xay ra trong cudc chién, va dwoc tra lwong $1,500 mot thang.

Hao tlr Phap bay sang Falls Church gdp cha me réi di Thai Lan cuéi mot c6 cong chia Thai, sinh
con dé cdi, va khdng trd lai Hoa ky trong moét thoi gian dai. (Hao mat ndm 1996.) Hung dinh
vao ma tay, bo hoc, bi cha me la ray, va giadn nha bo di mat tich. Khong ai biét Hung & dau, song
hay chét. Lién Phuong hoc trung hoc, trong tuan di hoc thi & nha éng ba Frazer, va cuéi tuan va
ngay nghi thi vé véi cha me. Thuong nhé Nam Quang la 6ng cau rat myc yéu thuong chiéu
chudng c6 va bon dira em ho rat gan giii vdi cd, Lién Phuong gang hdi ba Van,

“Sao khi ra khoi Viét nam, mdng [maman] khéng cho cdu Nam va cac em ho con di véi?
Papa va mdng du strc lam chuyén dé ma.”

“Ngay ra di, mdng hen dén cdu Nam & cdng vién trwdc tru s&@ Ha vién cé tuong dai hai
ong linh Thay quan Luc chién cdm suing trong tu thé xung phong, miii sing hudng vé tda nha
quéc hdi. Dén gid hen, mdng chay xe quanh cdng vién nhiéu vong ma khéng thay cdu nén phai
di cho kip gio may bay.”

N&m 1991, ba Vin bi ngdp mdau dot quy phai nam nha thuwong dai han. Ong Van gia yéu, bj
chirng viém khép rat dau dén, va di dirng khé khan; éng nudi ong va ty cho ong d6t dé lam té
chd dau cho bét nhirc nhéi. Lién Phuong tot nghiép trudong Luat Dai hoc Yale, 1am luat sw
chuyén vé luat cong ty cho mot hang luat & New York, va thudng xuyén vao nha thuwong sén séc
me. Vai ngay trudc khi qua doi, ba Van troi lai véi con gai,
Mang ndi cho con biét diéu bi mat cda gia dinh ma mang va papa giit kin tén ddy long.
Ngdy dd, mang ra di mét minh ma khéng hé hen dén dén cGu Ndm. Vi cdu la Viét Coéng
hoat déng cho phe bén kia ttr nhiéu ndm trudc. Pung la cdu cé ra tay ciru bdc Frazer va
dwa todn thdm bdo cua bdc ra khédi khu rirng min by, nhung nhitng min bay @y do chinh
tay cdu gai vao. Mang va papa dd nubi ong tay do, nudi khi dom nha.

Ba mat, 6ng Van séng mdt minh, don so dam bac va tram lang, trong cdn apartment cla chinh
ph( danh cho ngui gia va khi strc khée suy sup tram trong, doi vao nha dudng l3o. Ong ra di
vao mot ngdy mua ddng dau ndm 2008.
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