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Toi doc sach va hoc st
Than hitu H. viét cho tdi :
nao ma dam viét nhu vay?”’

“Anh doc sach st

Anh H. oi, cau héi cla anh kho tra 101 qua vi
séch st thi t6i doc qua nhiéu, toi that tinh thich doc
séch glt, toi thich doc sach clia nhitng nguoi viét tot
nghiép vé nganh s, nguoi viét s cla Viét nam
thanh danh ciing chang c6 bao nhiéu ca. Téi ciing
thich doc sach cla ngutdi khéng c6 hoc gi vé sl
nhung nhitng gi ho viét vé cudc doi cla ho cling cé
lién hé vé sir trong phuong dién gi dd. T6i ciing van
doc nhitng gian s, st clia ké thing va ciing doc st
clia nhitng ngudi thua.

Si thi téi doc qua nhiéu, doc dé chiém nghiém,
suy nght dung sai, hoc héi, danh gia mathdi. Co rat
nhiéu cudn sach khong viét vé sir nhwng trong dau
clia toi, toi cling rat tia dwgc nhiéu st liéu trong
cudn sach dd. Tdi noi la ndi theo suy nghi, suy
nghiém cua téi chi téi khdng ndi theo sach sir nao
ca.

Phdi ndi ngay vé&i anh mét diéu la toi thich doc
sach tr bé, gap cai gi thi toi cling doc, th gi toi
cling doc, muon doc thi nhiéu chi dau co tien ma
mua nhw nguoi ta. Lén hon thi t6i mwén, tiém cho
mudn sach trén dwong Lé Van Duyét, gan rap hat
Nam Quang |a cho t6i hay muén khi con thigu nién
va sau dé la tiém cho muén sach Canh Trung trén
dudng Phan Binh Phing gan nga tv Cao Thang la
noi toi hay lai vang. Lén lén, cé tién thi t6i mua
thém tap chi, nguyét san dé cac em cé sach ma
doc..., toi rat cdm dong khi thdy cac em tranh danh
doc, dtra xi nhat, dia xi nhi, v.v... sau khi t6i doc
xong, va hd ramot ty 1a cd dira chdm, mang di chd
khac doc roi.

S6ng trén nwdc My, thu vien My thi c6 hang
ha sach cho moi nguoi muon doc, ké ca sach tiéng
Viét cling c6 nira nén t6i mac strc ma doc. TOi hién
song tai vung Vinh San Francisco nhung truedc do
thi t6i sOng tai Orange County mién Nam
Cdlifornia, thw vién trong vung do thi téi qua ranh
... Thw vién Wesminster trén dwdng tht 13 1a noi ¢
nhiéu séach tiéng Viét nhét... bao nhiéu ké sach tiéng
Viét, toi doc hét tron hét troi roi. Hét thi téi qua thw
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vién khéc, t6i & Garden Grove thi thu vién Garden
Grove trén duong Garden Grove va Euclid... [am
sa0 toi bd qua duwgc, noi nay cd nhiéu sach cia Pai
Han.

Thu vién Santa Ana, thv vién New Hope, thw
vién Huntington Beach, sach Viét tai do toi cling
doc hét. Hién nay t6i con gitt mot quyén sach vé ca
vang cla thv vién Santa Ana, trong cubn sach nay
cd néi vé cach phdi giébng ca vang nén t6i mua cét
gitr. M0t giao su ngudi My ¢ néi, mudn sach nao
thi ci ra thv vién ma tim, ma lay... duong nhién
minh phai tra tén phi, nhiéu lic rdt mac, mac hon
sach mua mé@i nita,... thi cling nhu sach bi that lac
mathoi. Hué.

Oakland, noi tdi cw trd co thw vién A chau nén
séch tiéng Viét phong phut 1am, toi thwdng thay sinh
vién truvong dai hoc Berkeley dén thv vién nay tim
tai liéu dé viét vé mon slr Viét. Mot lan toi dang
dirng diém sach dat trén ké thi thdy mot nguoi My
dén dirng gan bén... cling diém sach tiéng Viét nhu
toi. Dlng mot 1t thi téi n6éi nhd minh “én” du dé
nguwdi My nghe nhung mét t6i van tinh bo diém
sach... “co6 biét doc chir Viét khong ma ding &
day?”... nguoi My dé trd 101 ngay “biét chir sao
khong!”... thé c6 bo doi khong? Thé latdi quay qua
bt tay han, hdi hdn muén tim sach gi va thich sach
loai gi? Han noi toi thich doc sach ndi vé nép séng,
phong tuc, tap quan clia nguoi Viét... nhu “Tuan,
chang trai nwdc Viét” cla Nguyén V§. Toi noi véi
han, t6i doc nhitng sach nay 2 Ian rdi, lan dau vao
nam 1960 (di nhién sach muén & tiém gan VQ).

Theé la 2 dra ching t6i bé chuyén tim sach, kéo
nhau ra ban ngoi thi tham noi chuyén... vira di nghe
dé khoi 1am phién khach doc khac. Té ra han lagido
si tiéng Viét, day tai dai hoc Berkeley, cé vo la
nguoi Viét, hdm nay dwa vo di cho va han thi tim
séch Viét... dé doc.

Thu vién Oakland tdi ciing doc hét sach Viét ,
toi qua thuw vién San Francisco tim tiép, t6i dén thw
vién nhathd cong gio toan ngudi ME thi cling thay
c6 Mot sO sach Viét. Toi dén thu vién tai liéu chién
tranh Viét nam thi thdy khong c6 sach Viét... sach
MY thi 100% em oi... day dd 1am.
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Thu vién chinh Oakland thi hoan toan khéng
cO sach Viét vi sach Viét chuyén qua hét cho thw
vién A chau... nhung t6i van dén tim sach tai day dé
mugn va tham khao nhitng sach khdng cho muon...
di nhién la toan tiéng Anh, sach t6i doc va tham
khao la sach vé thdo mdc.

Vung téi & c6 nhiéu cho troi nén sach ban ciing
thiéu gi va tdi mac strc ma mua sach minh thich di
nhién ré ré... so voi gia ban tai tiém sach thi ...
phéng tay. Toi cling nhiéu lan di tim sach tai nhitng
tiém ban sach moi, sach cii, sach hiém quanh dai
hoc Berkeley nén cling du hiéu biét gia ca. Nhiéu
s&ch hiém tri gia 5-7000 $ m6t cudn... ma cho troi
thi céi gi cling cd nén la sach trén Berkeley ciing ha
ram di san lung.

Taoi cling mwon sach tai thw vién city Hayward,
roi sach cling hét nén t6i chuyén vung hoat dong
san lung sach xudng San Jose va vai ba thu vién tai
vung nay da duoc toi wu ai. Toi thich nhat thu vién
nhé vung Blossom Hill gan bénh vién Kaiser, gan
hang IBM, thr vién nhé gon, dep, lich s, xe dau
thich hop va thich nhat 1a nhiéu sach tiéng Viét...
ma&i, muoi may cai ké day nhdc sach, sach cii do
bdn vi nguoi doc nhiéu thi virt b, thay thé bang
séch méi, noi ké sach tiéng Viét co dé bat va gidy
“Quy vi mudn doc sach gi thi viét vao day... ching
t6i mua”, di nhién con lich sy Thank You nira... dé
thwong khéng?

Céch 3 tuan thi t6i xudng tra sach nhung toi
thuong xudng sém vi sach muwon téi da doc xong
hét, t6i mudn muon sach méi khac, chua co ai
muon ca, mdi 1an muon khoang 10 cudn, tha hd
doc. Thoi gian 5-7 nam tr¢ lai day thi t6i khong
muon nita, sach tiéng Viét day roi... va thém ca
nan sach rém, sach €, sach bay ba rac ruéi clia cong
san Viét nam tran lan thu vién My. Thu vién nay
khdng c6 nhan vién Viét thuong xuyeén, thu vién chi
mua s&ch qua nha phé hanh, nha xuat ban chi
khdng mua séch c& nhan niva.

T6i doc sach nhu vay thi [am sao nhé 1a séch
slir nao dugc. Co |18 chéng ai ¢ co hdi doc sach nhu
toi ca. Mot lan téi co noi “than hitu dién luc doc
nguyét san order chang bao nhiéu ca, dém chua hét
dau ngon tay... 1"

T6i cd hai cudn sach to dung, ndng né... do ban
t6i vé Viét nam mua tang hon 4 nam réi nhung toi
chua hé dung va pha bd bao boc... ban toi biét toi
thich vé thdo mdc nén mua tang nhung nhitng thi
nay da 16i thoi, quy la cho dam hoc sinh, sinh vién
hoc néng lam ma thai... tr chwong va vo ich. Phai

chi ban t6i mua tdng tdi sach nhitng bai thudc vé
thao mdc thi hay biét bao nhiéu.

Ciing sach nay nhung cli hon, mét anh ban
ndng l1am stc di ODP... t¢i choi nodi chuyén cho biét
anh chi mang mot cuén sach theo dé ky niém khoa
anh hoc cung nh¢ ta on thay. Toi nghe chuyén va
budt miéng “anh dem CCVN... bd 1 cudn, b6 3
cubn, hay bd 6 cuén?”... lam anh nay chégi véi
ché&ng hiéu t6i néi gi ca... anh hdi lai thi toi giai
thich cai cuén anh mang theo Iabd 1 cudn, sach bia
mau xanh nhat, chic bay gio bia ban 1am rdi, ké do
tai ban lai labo in 3 cudn, bia mau xanh duong, ké
nira la bd in 6 cudn 3 mau dam nhat khac biét. DT
nhién anh ta khéng biét 2 bd sau vi ta ban & hai
ngoai. Téi nodi vdi anh, anh dua 5 ti day, toi dua anh
mot cudn sach méi, dwong thoi, ngon hon va day dd
hon sach cla thay anh nhiéu, t6i bi€u anh ciing
dwoc nhung téi khdng biéu, tdi c6 mot cudn roi,
cling giéng y chang cu6n nay nhung cuén cua toi
bia citng mac tién hon, cudn kia tri gia 30$. Toi biét
sach giatri, can thiét cho nguoi thich thdo moc nén
mua dé do... cho ding nguoi, ding viéc, va tién
trao... sach giao. T6i dan anh ban nady ra hang ba
moi ra cudn sach t6i dau chua mang vao nha vi
khodng co6 cho chita.

Ciing cudn sach nhw thé nay, téi mua va vt
bang sau xe, dé nguyén ciing vai thang, mot Ian toi
an mi & San José thi gap thang con bacu ban vai ba
cu tdi, thang nay lathang cé con gandi non cua luc
gi&c oai huing bi con ga tréng ta gia ctia ching toi
khda da gay canh nhu da viét ké lai “Nhiing do ga
noi” dang trong THBL nam xua. Dang an udng thi
né n6i N6 mudn tim mua sach cé néi vé cay Tra..
thi tdi néi ngay... may mudn c6 thi co lién, dua 10
tién la co ngay, cudn nay hién tri gia 40 $. An xong
thi toi dat n6 ra xe ldy cudn sach tdi vt & bing sau
vai thang trudc.

Trd lai chuyén s, gan day than hitu D dién
thoai thdam hai tdi va hoi tdi dang lam gi, t6i noi toi
dang hoc si... lam anh D hdi tiép... st gi? Thi st
nwdc minh chi st gi... nwuéc My nuwéc minh ma.
Anh D héi anh hoc & dau? Téi hoc trén TV... Anh D
héi anh 1am on néi ré dum... '!! Tai néi, hdm nay |a
ngay |& Thanks-giving ... TV dai History dang chiéu
vé nhitng thi lién hé dén ngay nay, hoi ndy thi
chiéu vé galdi... turkey, bay gi¢ dang chiéu vé bo
nudi trén thao nguyén... chrong trinh hay 1&m va toi
thudng hay coi dai History... khdng phai st... nwéc
minh hay sao? Dai nay toan chiéu vé st ... ¢ ca st
vé Tinh Duc cla con nguoi trén thé gi¢i qua nhiéu
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thoi ky... 6 gio sang la toi d& day dé hoc st roi... Ha
haha... t6i hoc sir... nhiéu tha vi lam.
Cay trai qué minh

- Ua... cdy gi ma nhiéu trai to, dé dep vay, ma
sao trd moc day than cay vay?

Pay la 101 cla tdi ndi v&i ba hang xom nguoi
Viét, mét ai hiru cbng chanh nha ngay bén canh, khi
t6i quanhaba va ndi khi buéc vao san nha.

- Ong quén rdi sao? Pay la cdy man Sugar
plum, t6i mua trai an, lay hot dam thanh cay, da néi
véi ong lau roi.

- Ho6i d6 nd con nhd, bay gio mau 16n qua, ma
con day trai, to dd dep qua, khdng giéng chit nao
voi Sugar plum nguoi ta ban,... ba trong cach nao
hay vay?

- Ong dua hay gi&n dzay? Tui lam theo |0 6ng
chi do,... né ra dzay do.

- T6i néi hoi nao? To6i cb chi cho chi hdi nao
dau?

- Thi 6ng dau c6 chi, 6ng chi ké chuyén cay
quit duong, cady hdng don nha nguoi ban hay em
ban gi dé. Tui nghe va bat chwéc lam dziy thoi...
6ng hay thiét.

T6i lai tham vg chdng ngudi em cda ban toi,
nguoi ban than nay bi ung thu va da mat roi. Toi lai
tham va xem cdi nha, xem cai vuon thi ding hon vi
t6i nghe néi ngudi chd trude 1a nguoi An do da
trong nhitng cay nay. Nhin thoang qua thi toi biét
vo chdng ngudi em ban da lam, ho mua nha qua
trung gian, chi nghe néi vé chi nha chir khong gap
mat. Chuyén nay la binh thwdng. Tai biét ngay chi
nha cii la ngudi Hoa c6 trinh do vé thao mdc.

Ngay sau nha la mdt cai san trang xi mang,
trong san xi mang, 2 bén la 2 cai bon xay gach do
1m x 2m x 0.5m... che |&p phia trén bdi nhiéu thr
v&i muc dich che 1ap. Ngay phia ngoai san xi mang,
chinh gilra 1a mdt cay hong don cao dd 2m (khdng
cho moc cao), canh, tén that dep... tir ban an nhinra
qua clra kiéng sliding... that dep qua con mat clia toi
twdng twong theo thdi gian trong ndm véi Xuan,
Ha, Thu, Bong, v&i chi mot cay hong don mathoi.

Troi oi... 14 xanh nhd, nén na khi 1a troé dot,
xanh mau hwong téc ma non cla nhac s Thanh
Son, xanh dam khi cay tré6 hoa va bong rop mat
trong mua ha. La cdy hong tir tlr d6i mau tlr xanh
dam qua do, qua vang, va tr tir roi rung trong mua
thu, 16 ra nhirtng qua hong tlr xanh qua vang nhat,

vang sim, va cubi cuing thi tro canh voi trai triu trit
treo trén cdy trong mua Thu, Ddng. Tiéc qua,
California khong co tuyét, tuyét phd cay hong day
trai thi tuyét dep.

Chung quanh san sau, can ké blic tudng, cach
twong 1 mla géc tréi céy oi xa ly, ké do cay 1é My,
ké d6 2 cay tac, mot cay trai tron, mot cay trai dai
va ké d6 bén canh phai la mdt cay quit dwong, toi
héi thr thi thdy ngot nhat va khéng nudc. Cay tac
vaquyt thi chi lai rai vai tra.

TGi rdt cd cam tinh voi ngudi cha cii vé trinh
do, so thich, chon lva cay c6i.

Pang noéi chuyén t¢i day thi co 2 dia em vog
VB, 2 ngudi nay tlr ti€u bang khéc téi & choi tham
viéng California, mot dra khong thich cay cbi va
mot thi thich, ca 2 déu ngoi nghe.

Anh T muén chat cdy quyt va 1 cay tac vi 2
céy tac moc sat nhau qué, con cay quyt thi khdng cd
nudc. C6 V vo T noi vay.

Toi néi khéng chat cay nao ca, 10 nam trong
céy... khdng c6 chuyén khéng vira y la chat bd.
Nguoi nao trong da tinh hét ca roi, ho chon mua
duoc 2 cay tic, qua tron, qua dai laco y tét do... 1a
tien d6. V.T. c6 biét tai sao nguoi Viét nam hay
mua chung cay tac, cay quét, cay quyt vao dip Tét
khdng? Ho bt chudc tuc 18 Tau tin twdng do 1a cay
mang vang cuc, vang khdi dén cho ho. Qua tac
ngam chung duong phénthém girng thi ngon hét
Xay... nd con tri ho do.

Céy tic, cay quyt khong ra hoa, ra trai vi
khong duogc cham boén, bé phé nhiéu nam thang, dat
dai tai can nha nay chuwa chac la dat t6t, that tot
nhung cdy da moc nhuw thé nay la tét qua roi, bay
gio chi can lam chdt viéc la xong. Lam duwgc thi
lam, khong lam dwgc thi kéu thg t¢i lam... tién thi
ho 1am nhanh 1dm, 2 em da lam ratién thi bd chit
dinh ra cho thg chuyén mén lam, ho lam nhanh, lam
gon, lam sach s& thi nhin dep mét ngay.

Hai cay tac ram rap la nho, canh 1a chen
nhau... dua vai nhat trimmer la xong ngay, muén
hinh dang nao cling dwgc. Cay quyt to cao thi phai
chat bd, chat hét nhitng canh cao tua tia dam thang
|én troi, cat bd hét nhitng canh nhanh dam ngang
chéo xuyén céy, cay phai théng thoang, anh sang
mat troi co thé xuyén roi. Nhitng canh dai qua thi
cat cho gon gang nhu minh mudn.

Thé con céi vu cay quyt, trai khdng c6 nuoc thi
sa0? Troi dét, cai nhanay chd bd phé mot thoi gian
dai, chdng c6 ai twdi nwdc cho nd ca... thi bay gio
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cung cdp nwéc cho nd di..V ldy cai 6ng day xit
nudc & ngoad san, hdi ndy anh da thdy, dé gan gdc
cdy quyt cho ndé chdy nhé giot sudt dém, xong
chuyén qua tirng goc cay khac, tling gbc cay khac.
Anh muon nhd giot vi mudn dat tham thau nuéc
deu khap, khong phi nwdc. T ra tiém ban cay mua
phan Bloom bdn cho né theo 1&i chi dan c6 san. Cay
héng don cling bén nhung tuyét déi khéng duoc
twdi nwdc. Sao vay anh? Céa bon cung héi. Cay héng
don chi twéi it nwédc mathdi, khi cay cé hoa va trai
thi dirng twdi gi ca... twdi thi hoatra s rung do.

Vai thang sau thi toi tré lai va ... Ba Ma O ...
t6i cling khong ngd két qua lai quéa strc twdng twong
nhu vay. Cay hdng don day day trai, trai ndo cling
to bang cai t6... (dba chdt thdi), cay quit thi canh
nao ciing day trai va canh thi r{i xuéng nhuv canh
liéu vi tré nhiéu vato qué... chi chit va chi chit...
hét nwéc ndi, di nhién la mong nuéc.

Toi hoi thi V ndi lai, em kéu 6ng tho cét co
|am viéc cat cay tia canh, tui em chang lam gi ca.
Hai cdu em clia em thi tw ddng chay ra Home Depot
mua mdt bao ph&n nhv anh néi ma nhiing 25 Ibs,
chang né bdn vao tét ca céac cay trong san vuon nha
nay... dé hong gan chin, em hai va déng thung gti
Ién cho ba me va cac em clia em, trén do khong co
hong. V noi trén do lanh 1&m, nhiéu lGc am may
chuc do lan. T6i ndi ngay, mua cay trong di, cay
héng chiu dwgc gia lanh, tuyét bang, khong chét
dau.

Cho t6i nay t6i cling chwa an duwoc miéng
hong, trdi quyt nao tir nha nay, ti dén nhathi toan
trd mua, hong quyt déu con xanh, chua chin.

Bay gio toi noi toi chuyén 2 cai bon xay gach
dd dep nhw da dan & trén : Con 2 ca bbn gach xay,
che day cai gi vay? T ndi ngay... V bdo em hay diét

ngay 2 ca bon trong tric nay vi nd s chay lung
tung pha san, pha nha. Em da chat hét valay do pha
kin cho n6 chét. Cé dung khdéng V, em nghe ai néi
vay? Thi em cling nghe may ngudi trong s& néi nén
emn6i véi anh T hdy diét ngay.

T6i néi véi T, d& ra, mé ra cho tdi xem thi troi
oi, toi thdy con r6 rang nhitng than tric tron nho
mau tim ngat... tim ca chiéu hoang bién biét. Chau
bon bén kia thi da ré rang, chét rui hét ca réi vi da
duwoc chat, day hay diét trudc, ngoai ra con dugc do
than néng nwéng BBQ du thira cho ... chét me may
lubn. To6i ndi V néi tring nhung tréat lat... nghe
nguoi ta ndi nhwng nguoi ta chua biét tan twong.
Céy tre, céy truc thi c6 loai chay, loai khéng chay.
Céy truc tim nay laloai chay va chi nhan trvéc cla
n6 da biét va da bao ching bang cai bon xay roi,
chay di dau? Mua mét chau tric tim 5 ga-1éng thi
cling khong phai laré, xay 2 céi bon dep dé nhu thé
nay thi chi nhan cla n6 phai la mft nguoi co trinh
do biét thwdng ngoan céi hay, cai dep,... Iong da
chudng sw ngay thang.

Mudn cé 2 bon trac day thi nd phai chay lau
IAm mai day bdn dwoc, bang ching 1a nhitng géc
trac T chat cling chi & gilra bon... 2 cai bon nay méi
duwoc xay sau nay dé trong tric tim ma thdi, néu
mudn tai 1ap lai bon tric thi mau twéi nuwéc cho nd
song lai. Chau bon bén kia thi da chét roi... anh da
thay ai da gieo mdy hot mong toi roi... V cuoi... me
anh T gieo do.

M6t vai than hitu c6 biét vg chong nguoi em
ban ndy, than hitu NTC c6 noi so qua chuyén nay
trong bai viét nhiéu nam truéc, lic con sinh tién.
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